


Lal Galaxie

In an 1 »d area of the Ford Motor Company Styling Center in
Dearborn, Michigan, behind doers to which few have keys, there are
people who make a business of letting their imagination run free. Their
ideas, conceived in the form of colorful sketches and renderings, are
realized in clay, plaster and fiberglas models of vehicles which resemble
nothing on the road today.

These are the “visioneers” of automotive styling—the advanced
stylists. To them, no concept is too fanciful for exploration. It may
contain the germ of something valuable, some new shape or design
feature that may be used in the more immediate tomorrow. Such are
the cars described here and on display in this exhibit.

La Galaxie is the newest study model produced by Ford Motor
Company advanced styling. Its shrouded look offers a marked departure
from the appearance of contemporary American cars. Normal offsets
between glass and sheet metal areas have been eliminated so that all
window glass in La Galaxie is nearly flush with the sides of the car and
with its roof.

The car was developed to explore future styling concepts as they
evolve from i ing and technological devel
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among its- features is a proximity warning device—a safoty
zned not only to warn of vehicles or objects ahead, but also
to stop the car antomatically if the driver f to take action. A screen
located directly in front of the driver indicates the distance between his
vehicle and any other object immediately in front of him. Under normal
conditions a curved green line will appear near the top and bottom of
the screen. As the distance narrows, the lines move into an amber area
and an amber warning light flashes.

If the distance reaches a pre-set minimum, the lines drop into a red
area on the screen, a red warning light flashes, the rear stop lights are
turned on and sufficient pressure is automatically applied to the brakes
to slow the car or bring it to a complete stop if necessary.

While such a device is not available in current cars, continuing
progress in the field of automotive safety promises to make it a reality
in the foreseeable future.

‘The interior of La Galaxie has three fully adjustable and individual
front seats. Each has an adjustable head rest and the two outboard seats
are also provided with arm rests. The rear seat is form-flowed, integrated
with the side panels and d three
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ices, together with a communications
control, are situated in two transparent pheres on the instrument panel.
The communications control on th -""]\1 hand side may be used to tune
the AM-FM radio, select hi-fi tape ru:urd\n; or permit communication
with home, office or a c central exch: A

A pulsating light coupled with
an audio signal would indicate an incoming call.

Although La Galaxie seats six people, it would not be necessary to
move the front seats in order for rear-seat passengers to enter the car.
They could step direcily into the rear passenger area as a resuit of a
revolutionary new entry method development, the details of which
cannot be disclosed but which makes a two-door arrangement possible.

Although the day when there will be an aero-car in every garage is
still far off, the Velenie indicates one direction that the styling of such
a vehicle could take. The car might be powered by means of three units
arranged in a trmngulnr pattern, which would provide both lift and
thrust. The forward unit is composed of two counter-rotating blades and
a motor, while each of the two rear units is made up of a single set of
blades moving in opposite directions to offset torque.
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The De Paolo represents one avenue of exploration into the develop-
ment of a vehicle with both sports car performance and certain features
se in mass-produced passenger cars. Its high action
) an inversion of the form most typical of American
automotive styling. Side moulding treatment is effected in such a way
that it transmits the feeling of motion conveyed b;
the fairing: round the wheel he r 3
sculptured metal in the lower be
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X-1000 with its bubble-type car
jet-pod fenders with headlights
surfaces. The long torpedo

y the wheels, while
sent a unique use of

is evident in the
and suspended
aerodynamically into the fender
aped taillights cantilevered off the inboard
surfaces of the tail fin could enclose electronic devices to warn of ap-
proaching vehicles. A push-button control and the instrument panel
“float” in the center of the deep-dish safety steering wheel.
Designed to operate at speeds in excess of 500 miles per hour, the
Maxima is the product of research into the application of radical aircraft
shapes to automobiles. At the present time it is still speculative from
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The three-wheeled model provides for a jei-thrust propulsion system.

A glimpse into an atomic-powered future when car drivers might
select their own horsepower is provided by the Nucleon. The car features
a power capsule, suspended between twin booms at the rear, which
could contain a radio-active core providing motive power. Power output
of the vehicle could be controlled at the driver’s option according to the
size of the core. Slit beam horizontal headlights are featured in the front
end of the car, and retractable front and rear bumpers provide added
aerodynamic advantages.

A new dimension—movement—was introduced into automotive
styling with the development of La Tosca, a remote-controlled model
that travels at a top speed of five miles an hour and can be controlled
at distances up to 115 miles. Maneuverable in all directions, the car has
a runuvul)lc ﬁer;,lus body mounted on a radio-controlled chassis
designed for rapid interct bility of body shells. Headlights retract
under two doors set into the nose of the car.
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