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Happy~ 
Birthday.; 

·To The 
World! 



The Magic Kingdom begins to take 
shape. 

"It's going to be a world, a new, different 
kind pf world." 

Walt Disney 

When Walt first announced the plan­ 
ning of Walt Disney World at a press 
conference in November of 1965, he 
painted a picture of a completely new 
kind of vacation and recreation 
wonderland ... an entire community 
designed for family enjoyment. For 
this project, Walt wanted " ... enough 
land ... to hold all the ideas and plans 
we can possibly imagine,'' so 27,400 
acres=almost 43 square miles--were 
purchased in central Florida. Walt's 
dream became the largest private con­ 
struction project in the United States 
after breaking ground on May 30, 
1967. And on October 1, 1971, Walt 
Disney World opened to the public, 
fulfilling its name as a whole new 
world of family entertainment. Besides 
being a total destination-vacation 
resort, it's also a showcase to the 
world of conscientious planning and 
design, demonstrating that technology 
can be used to create areas of living 
without destroying the environment. 
Walt Disney World's program of en­ 
vironmental control has become a 
model for conservation-conscious 
developments. As it celebrates its 12th 
year on October 1, Walt Disney World 
has hosted more than 150 million 
guests, and has a drawing board full of 
plans for the future. Happy birthday to 
the World! 

Above: The Empress Lilly in Lake Buena Vista. Inset: Lillian Disney christens her 
namesake. 

Early renderings of the Polynesian Village 
Resort Hotel (top/ and the Contemporary 
Resort Hotel (above/. 



One year ago Epcot Center opened to 
the world. A culmination of Walt's 
greatest dream, it is a celebration of in­ 
genuity, innovation, imagination, and 
hope for the future. Ambassador 
·salter Annenberg wrote of Epcot 
Center, "It is America at its best, an 
effective antidote to the pessimists, a 
reaffirmation of our faith in ourselves 
and our country." From the shining 
globe of Spaceship Earth to the stately 
columns of the American Adventure, 
Epcot Center is a showplace of both 
education and entertainment. Ground­ 
breaking for a new Future World 
pavilion, "The Living Seas," took place 
October 2, and soon more countries 
will join the nations of World 
Showcase. At one year old, Epcot 
Center is just beginning. 

Epcot Center under construction. Left: The United Kingdom Pavilion. Right: Universe 
of Energy. 

Above: Opening Day ceremonies on October 1, 1982. Inset: Card Walker welcomes 
the first family of guests to visit Epcot Center 


