THE GYRON

Two
running wheels
/ instead of the usyal four,
together with a unique gelta shape,
mark the Gyron as a novél experiment
in possible future automotive styling.
The combination of these two features |
has led Ford Motor Company advanced
stylists, who developed the full-
size dream car, to speculate on the
possible use of a gyroscope
for stabilization.
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The shape and silhouette also suggest the possible use of new
power sources, such as fuel cells, since it is unlikely that any
existing internal combustion engine both small enough to fit
within the front end and powerful enough to propel the vehicle
is presently available.

The car accommodates two people in contoured seats, which
support not only the head and back but the upper part of the legs
aswell. A projectile-shaped console separates the seats and houses
controls for the canopy, for air conditioning, for the gyro and
outrigger wheels, and for the adjustable foot bars that extend at

right angles from the console.




Elimination of the steering wheel is made possible through the use of a
steering dial, between the seats, with separate rings for automatic speed and
steering control. This dial, combined with the p for individual accel-

seal

erator and brake pads on each foot bar, permits steering from either seat.

The growing influence of machines that think like humans is apparent in the
console in the ten-button panel that supposedly would control a built-in
computer. Such a system, Ford advanced stylists speculate, might enable a
motorist of the future to program a journey on a non-stop expressway.

The motorist, they say, might be able to press one button to indicate the
distance to be traveled, another to indicate starting time, a third to indicate
speed, and a fourth to estimate his time of arrival.




Both time of arrival and speed would be shown in the Gyron on a viewing screen in front of the
passenger compartment. The greater portion of the screen would serve as a “snooperscope”
which, thanks to infra-red rays, might picture clearly the road conditions ahead, either at
night or during the day, and regardless of fog or other inclement weather.

Communication between individuals inside the Gyron and olhers oulswle the car might be
effected by means of a cordless with a dial set into the
earpiece, and a mouthpiece at the other end The instrument is mounted on a vertical
panel at the rear of the console.

Ford Motor Company stylists don't presume to offer solutions to all of the problems that
would have to be solved before a car of this kind could be built in any appreciable numbers.
Its present cost alone makes it impractical for production, either now or in the foreseeable
future. However, experimentation with the Gyron's delta shape has made it possible for
stylists to speculate on the innovations that such a shape might lead to.
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