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Visible beacon on the Arablaﬁ Gulf-is the newly '
~opened Doha Sheraton, designed for Qatar by

Spectacular Hotel Opens in Doha, Qatar "

The Doha Sheraton, a $150-million hotel and confer-

. ence center designed by William Pereira Associates of
Los Angeles, officially opened in Doha, Qatar, as.a tri-
bute to the Amir of Qatar on the 10th anniversary of his
accession. : SR TR

.. The 16-story white triangular tower, a visible beacon
‘from the Arabian Gulf and throughout the 4,000-
. square-mile Middle Eastern country, will become the
+ major focal point of social activity in Doha, Qatar’s eapi-

" . tal city and home to 80% of its population of approxi-

mately 240,000. It is located on 100 acres of newly creat-
. ed landfill and is being operated by Sheraton. 3

7 The region’s strong winds and extreme heat have in-
“fluenced the pyramidal design of the complex with its
- spacious interior areas and air flow criteria. Special de-

* sign features include a 13-story atrium lobby to maxi-

mize climate.control and to reflect cultural preferences

‘for inward and intimate facing architecture. Facilities

include a 650-seat auditorium with state-of-the art au-

diovisual equipment that provides for simultaneous

. translation of seven languages. © - .

The hotel has special VIP suites with a VIP entrance

and special security services. Five enclosed elevators

provide dramatic views of the atrium space and special

. lighting clearly defines the floors and makes the space
-appear like a giant inverted chandelier. s

* In 1975, William L. Pereira Associates was asked to

become the planning adviser to the office of the Amir of

Qatar and the firm was authorized to prepare a planning

i management program and master plans for a new town,

William L. Pereira Associates. The $150-million,
430-room hotel is a dramatic pyramidal design.

as an extension of the capital city of Doha, and for, the
industrial town of Umm Said. The New District of Doha
has been selected to serve as'a model for that country’s

urban development. - vl

The Doha Sheraton complex is a:focus of an urban
waterfront promenade planned by the Pereira firm. The
steel frame was ordered piece by piece from Japan to
exact specifications and Japanese workers were brought
into erect it. 5 SappsE T ;

Because the general contractor for the project was
Korean, and cabinetry was also imported from that
country, many Korean carpenters and ‘engineers were
involved. Mechanical equipment arrived from the Unit-
ed States and Germany. Much of the furnishing came
from England, and construction crews also arrived from
Indiaand Pakistan, iy chss s i B TN
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DESERT SEQUENCE MthATUtZESS
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