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AN EXHIBIT OF THE ELECTRIC UTILITY IMOUSTRY AT THE WORLD'S FAIR




Edison once said ; “The electrical devel.
opment of Americe has only well begun
... great days are ahead . . . and eleciri-
city will have a great part to play, grant-
ed only that it can be unjetiered, with
full opportunity for the largest possible
individuel inttiative and energy.”

EARLY BEGINNINGS o

THE ELECTRIC

LIGHT AND POWER COMPANIES

THEN vou entered the Street of 1892

in FORWARD MARCI OF AMERI-

CA, your electrie light and pewer com-

pany’s exhibit at the New York World's

Iair, you saw little evidence that electricity
was really at work.

Yet the electric company was celebrating
its Tenth Anniversary and much had hap-
pened since that day in 1882 when a man
in a white, high-crowned derby hat and a
collarless shirt sat in a long, illuminated
room and beamed happily at thirty little
halloon-shaped globes, all glowing with

horseshoesshaped filaments.

That was Thomas Alva Edison, who had
just started two engines in the Pearl Street
steam-electrie station of the Edison Electric
Iuminating Company in New York City
He was thoroughly enjoying the triumph
won by years of painstaking effort to devel-
op the first practical incandescent lamp.

But there was trouble aplenty ahead for
the new company. Not more than three men
really understood the machinery, Ludicrous
and  frightening things happened. One
mechanic pul an oil can hetween two con-




ductors and was a badly frightened man a  ties, within fourteen months this company
tecond later when the can melted away a3 wasserving 508 customers with electric light, ; ﬁ m

quickly as the oil it eontained. Another During the same year, the first hydro-
workman used a serewdriver and was hor-  electric plant was started at Appleton, Wis- '
rified to see it burn away in his hands, congin, The FORWARD MARCH OF AND THE PRIVATELY OPERATED ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER

Yet in spite of these mechanical difficul:  AMERICA with electricity had begun.

;!(

COMPAMNIES PLEDGE THEMSELVES TO PUBLIC SERVICE.

“’\ﬁ & It’s quaint and charming, isn’t it? A picture of the Gay Nineties is likely
X ta start people sighing for old songs, old scenes, old memories. But
hew did people live in those times? Would any of us actually want to
go back to those days? In FORWARD MARCH OF AMERICA the
haze of sentimenial reflection was torn awey. You saw o dark, dim,
gloomy sireet where man worked from sun to sun and weman's work
was never done.

Here is the birthpluce of the electrie light and power in-
dustry—ithe Pearl Street station in the shadow of the new
Brooklyn Bridge in New York City. Started by Thomus A.
Edison, September 4th, 1882,

The first successful incandescent lamp, developed by
Thomas A. Edison in his laboratory at Menlo Parl, New
Jersev, Shedding only a feeble light, these early bulbs
cnst §1.30 each!




"ELECTRICITY IS THE LIGHT
OF TODAY AND OF
THE FUTURE"

f(’. B & ol & ic COmMpany
in 1892 showed you that the budding
},uung electric light s i i

to the
hold nser w per kilowatthour.
Yet the industry coing through a hard

Thev sang @ song that

Z
over a scrubbing board
for hours was no lady’s
work.

] onal fail-
early pioneers.
Ridicule and indifference—the
mies of pr
at work, tar
men.
A few men with vision knew that elec-
was more than the light of the future.
knew il was a = 1 Ze mo-
and a source of - as well as light.
LW ; ad to turn hard
manual labor in the home and on the farm
ushing conv
d whi needed
onld be sent only rela-

from the @

ant, At the {h.l ago World's l"m' in If
a new alternating 1l Llransformer
onstrated that electricit
long distane But a long, hard road lay
between the demonstration of the tr
former and the time when mi
of transmi
and abundant supply of light and power

ailable all over the nation

Research continned unceas
many years electricity was u 1
for ]1p,h1.1ng and to supply power for small
motors comparatively close to the generat-
ing slation.

at Mrs. Gay Nineties
had to spend hea

cumbersome irons an
the sto

caome inio use

after 109




o to your modern beauty
in electrical equipment,
th tresses had to be

) could be obtained

RIGHT—1 sma ¢ ast up-to-date Dbuild-
boas ectricg sratecd ators. They

improt
. they made their appearanc
hink of nex

Barli
lamps
lighting

H i e kind of plac ere b

Fiew of the old electric compur

MERICA.

se Brush are
nt out. This



a2l ! ) L[| XN

THE ERA OF LOW COST
ELECTRICITY Really BEGINS

1910, longer-distance transmission was a
working reality. The chains that had bound
electricity to short distances were finally broken.
The small towns were receiving eleetric servire.
50 were the farms. And the manufacturer who
wished 1o bnild his plant away from the onges-
tion of the cities, near hiz source of rasw mater-
ials, could do so and still run his motors with
low-cost electrie power.

At this time the electric light and power com-
panies were serving 3,500,000 eustomers and the
average cost of service to the household nser
had dropped to 9.62¢ per kilowatthour, Taxes had

10,000,000 a vear.

bundant electric power, available miles from
the generating plant, the cost dropping steadily
year by year, stimulated the minds of men 1o
greater inventive genius than ever before. The
next decade saw hundreds of labor aving elec-
trical household appliances put on the market,

The street scene began to ch

etail stores discovered the advan ages nt ele:
trically lighted store windows. As ways were
found to harness electricity to farm machinery,
a new science of farming was developed.

The twenty-eight year old dream of the pri-
vately aperated el light and pewer com-
panies was recognized as a reality by the country
at large. The Forward March of Admerica quick-
ened as electricity became more and more the
dependable, low-cost, universal servant.
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other ecommunity. Interconnection made
possible continuous, uninterrupted service
to communities in times of storms, floods,
ete,, minimizing the possibility of inter-
rupted service which might occur if the com-
munity were entirely dependent upon a
gsingle isolated generating plant.

As more and more long-distance lines
were built, the cost of electric service

dropped lower and lower, and the use of
electricity in homes, farms, stores and in-
dustry increased rapidly.

As a result of this effort 10,800,000 cus-
tomers were on Lhe lines of the electric
light and power companies in 1920, and the
average cost to the honsehold user had
dropped to 745¢ per kilewatthour. Taxes
had inereazed to $50,000,000 a year.

VACUUM
CLEAMERS

LOW COST ELECTRICITY, MADE POSSIBLE BY INTERCONNECTION,
ENCOURAGED USE OF LABOR-SAVING APPLIANCES IN THE HOME

WASHING
MACHINES

1923 1935 1923 1935
3,650,000 9,880,000 2,000,000 9,000,000
TOASTERS REFRIGERATORS |“
1923 1935 1923 1935
1,000,000 9,608,000 27,000 6,000,000
1923 \Q‘:;:“*

Cost of residential electricity during the period
dropped from 7.2 cents to 5.3 cents per kilowatt hour

1935

Life begins at 1:15 P.M. for the woman who
takes advantage of low cost electricity. Tt
talkes over so much of the drudgery of house-
keeping. Tired of sweeping? An electric
vacuum cleaner will ¢lean your house in half
the time for a penny or so a day, How about
washing and ironing? Electricity will do hoth

for a few cents a week. I'ood protection a
worry? Let an electrie refrigerator keep food
fresh. Cocking a chore? See how easy il is
with an electirie range. Don’t deny yourself
this extra leisure. Anyone can afford all the
help low cost electricity brings beeause it's
the biggest bargain vou buy.
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clear, gleaming perfection of the Modern
Avenne of Tomorrow, can best be expressed
in a single word: Tlectricity.

“Flectrieity, today, sends its friendly light
through all America: in hamlel, and city,
in home, farm, store and faclory, it works
night and day for man’s progress and plea-
smre. It brings us seientific marvels which
help mankind in the ceaseless battle against
human ills. And in homes throughout the
land, it brings us the every-day push-a-
button comfort which makes American
home life pleasanter, more liveable, happier.

“What of the fulure of electricity, the
mysterious force which Thomas A. Edi-
son gave us a half century age? Perhaps
the answer lies in Edison’s own words.
Years ago he told us: ‘T am prond of the
electrical industry, of its vision, courage,
zeal, and devolion Lo public service, and
I suspect every American feels the same

way about it. Great days are ahead and
electricity will have a great part to play,
granted only that it can be unfettered, with
full opportunity for the largest possihle
initiative and energy.’

“This, then, is the heritage that Edison
has left us: electricity and the responsibility
to see that its possibilities are fnlly realized.
Your electric light and power company has
accepted this respensibility. For the future,
electric light and power companies through-
out the country pledee themselves to carry
on with research, with experimentation and
with the initiative of private American
enterprise. to insure the greatest benefits
of electricity to all. Given freedom, the mn-
fettered opportunity Edison wished to see,
these same privately operated electric light
and power companies will continue to carry
electricity’s swift, white lizht in the FOR-
WARD MARCH OF AMERICA!

Today, nearly 28,000,000 customers receive eleciric service. The average revenue per Eilo-

watthour from residential users has dropped to 4.21¢. The electric light and power companies 4

pay vearly in taxes $325.000,000.

THE “FOR YOUR CONFENIENCE”™ BUREAU

Here alert and courteous attendants, thoroughly [amilinr with the Fair, as well as the City of
New York. answer questigns and render services to help make your visit a pleasant one.

g —

ALSO AN EXHIBIT OF YOUR ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER

COMPANY AT THE NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR

HI story of farm eleetrification is a
story of more than 40 years® constant
efiort to electrify the farms of America,
and a story of cooperation to this end be-
tween the electric light and power com-
panies, the farmer, manufacturers of elec-
trical machinery, and farm organizations.
In 1919, when the first Census of Agri-
culture was made. 100,000 farms were re-
ceiving electric service. Today, nearly
1,500,000 electrified farms are proving that
electricity not only takes much of the
drudgery ont of farm labor, but that il pays
dividends in inereased farm profits.

Here, in the World’s Fair Electrified
Farm the most important uses of electricity
on the farm today are shown. You see that
the farm home ran he as easily maintained
as a city apartment. Electricity in the dairy
does the worl of many hired hands, betier,
quicker and cheaper. You see how elee-
tricity has aided the farmer to make the

poultry business a successful part of farm-
ing. Electrie soil heating, soil pasteurizing
and soil shredding all make it possible 10
grow plunts in or out of season, hesides
eliminating uncertainty and insuring vigor-
ous plants. And in the completely equipped
electrical workshop the modern farmer can
repair his own farm machinery.

A new trend in farming is demonstrated
—the Community Packing and Storage
Building. Serving a number of farms, this
community building demonstrates how
groups of farmers can reduce the cost of
cleaning, grading. packing and cold storage
of fruits and vegetables.

The World’s Fair Electrified Farm is
proof that the electrie light and power
companies are constantly at work doing o
job for the farmer . . . a continuing job of
bringing electrie service to more and more
farms, and of helping to make possible bet-
ter tools for economical farm operations.



MORE POWER
TO

THE HOME

THroUGH economical and multiplied uses of electric service, the
home again becomes the center of family interest in better and hap-
pier living. Electric service now btings labor saving, convenience,
health and entertainment values that the family has previously sought
in other more expensive ways.

Thousands of families yearly in Eastern Pennsylvania find in
creased use of electric service in the home the economical answer
to “Better Living™.

“Ready Kilowatt”, “Your Electrical Servant”, works for every
member of the family twenty-four hours a day, serving every need
t.h}.‘oughout the day—throughout the night.

“Ready Kilowatt” heats water for the bath and answers every
shaving need—prepares coffee and browns the toast—washes clothes
and irons too—preserves food and cooks meals—washes dishes and

cleans floors—provides safe-seeing light for every task—tells time

and furnishes ice—and—with the radio, brings education and enter-
tainment—at COSTS SO LOW that every famib‘ can make ever-
increasing use of his service.

The local Company representative is seeking an opportunity to
better serve your needs. Let him give you full information regarding
the many Health, Better Living, Appearance and Security values
assured through Fuller Use of Electric Service in your home. .

PENNSYLVANIA

POWER & LIGHT
CoMmPANY Call

FRANK NOVELLO

3-2003



